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success, Marlborough remained abroad until the
end of the year, seeing to the conquest of a group
of fortresses on the north-eastern frontier of
France - Bethune, Aire and St. Venant - which
prepared the way for a good campaign in the
following year. Whatever criticisms may be
made of his retention of offices after his return to
England, his patriotic conduct under the grossest
provocation after Godolphin's dismissal cannot
be questioned.

Marlborough delayed as long as possible his
return to England and his interview with the
" new vipers "- as he called  them - who now
governed the country.    But when he did come
early in January, 1711, he was pleased and sur-
prised at the warm welcome which he received
from the public.    Abroad the armies and the
Allies had rallied to him on the defeat of his
political friends.   The Dutch had cried, " Lord !
what will become of us ? " should he relinquish
his command.    He was in fact the symbol of the
continuing unity of the  Grand  Alliance,  and
without him the new Tory Ministers began to
be afraid that they could not exact reasonable
peace terms from the French.    So Harley now
decided to abandon his intention of forcing Marl-
borough  from   his   offices,   but   Queen   Anne,
always bolder than Harley, insisted for her part
that Sarah must be dismissed from Court.   Con-
sequently Marlborough's first task on his return
was to try to induce the Queen not to affront
him through his wife.   Sarah had been trying to
blackmail the Queen by threatening the publication